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that Ms castle had plenty of guns mounted,
he decided to trade with him instead. The
pirates made no secret of having taken part in
the capture of the Goa Viceroy's ship, and of
a rich native vessel with eighteen lakhs of rupees
on board. So hats, shoes, stockings, wine, and
arrack were made over to John Plantain, for which
he paid a good price in gold and diamonds. In
spite of his notions as to piracy, John Plantain
showed himself an honester man than Matthews.
Having paid liberally for the things he had bought,
he left the hogsheads of wine and arrack on the
beach under a small guard. As soon as his back
was turned, Matthews manned his boats, brought
off all the liquor he had been paid for, and some
of the native guard as well. After which notable
achievement he sailed away for Bengal, consoling
himself with the thought that he was not like
one of " those vile pirates, who, after committing
many evil actions, had settled down among a parcel
of heathens to indulge themselves in all sorts of

vice."

* This account of Matthews' visit to Madagascar rests to a great
extent on the narrative of Clement Downing, who held the rating of a
midshipman on board the Salisbury at the time. It is confirmed by
the logs of the Lyon and Salisbury* He makes no attempt to conceal